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Compelling reasons for the Fincastle Boundary Adjustment  
 
Allow better planning, management and coordination of Water and Sewer Services 
and related infrastructure 
 
The Town of Fincastle provides public water and sewer. Both the County and Town 
Comprehensive Plans place priority for development around provision of these services. With 
services extending beyond the existing town boundaries, proper coordination of, and planning 
for, development is hampered when land use regulations are under the purview of Botetourt 
County. County Zoning around the Town may not reflect the availability of services; densities 
may be misrepresented. The Town currently has no way to enforce its Wellhead Protection Plans 
for the two Town wells, both located outside of the Town limits. The Town has no way to 
minimize the impacts of or to its wastewater treatment plant or water distribution tank due to 
their location outside of Town. Current water and wastewater capacities are not reflected in areas 
in proximity to Town, either through the County Comprehensive Plan or the County Zoning. 
Expanding the Town Limits to include the current service area, and some areas beyond, allows 
the Town, and in turn, Botetourt County, to better plan for the future.  
 
Allow the Town to better manage growth and revitalization in a manner consistent with the 
Town’s unique and historic character and the needs of both the Town’s citizens and the 
affected property owners, and, in so doing, to protect and enhance property values.   
 
The Town of Fincastle was established in 1772, and is one of the oldest communities in 
Southwest Virginia. The Town currently houses over 50 structures and sites built in the late 
1700’s to early to mid-1800’s. The entire Town, and beyond the Town Limits, is registered on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The Town is steeped in history, from its beginnings as 
the County Seat of a County that stretched all the way to the Mississippi River, to its links to the 
Lewis and Clark Expeditions, and to the comprehensive genealogy records that draw visitors 
from around the country. The Town truly has a historic character worthy of preservation. Due to 
the limits of the current Town boundary, over the years development has taken place on the 
fringe of town with limited opportunity for the Town to influence the character and nature of that 
development. The Town has been at the mercy of the County to provide land use regulations that 
prevent obtrusive or incompatible uses from developing. Much in the same way that Botetourt 
County is extensively planning for the appearance, character and nature of development around 
Exit 150, known as the Gateway Crossing, the Town seeks to have influence on its gateway 
along the Route 220 corridor and other entranceways to the Town. In the same way that 
Botetourt County seeks to put its “best foot forward,” the Town seeks to promote development 
that will enhance and compliment the nature of the valuable historic community asset that is the 
Fincastle Historic District. It should be noted that the Town seeks to do so through its 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Regulations and not through architectural standards.  
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Provide the Town with a broader scope of input into commercial and residential 
development in and around the Town’s existing boundary. 
 
According to State Code, the purposes of planning, among other reasons, are “to plan for future 
development of existing communities; recognize the needs of the mineral resources, agriculture, 
industry and business providing for future growth; provide residential areas with healthy 
surroundings for family life and preservation of agricultural and forestal land.” As the County 
seat, Fincastle not only serves the community in immediate proximity but citizens throughout the 
546 square miles that is Botetourt County. The Town and its surrounding environs are different 
from the Blue Ridge community, Bonsack, Troutville, Daleville, Buchanan and Eagle Rock. As 
one of the oldest established communities, Fincastle seeks to guide growth throughout the greater 
Fincastle area, based on the needs of the community, the provision of services and infrastructure, 
and future growth trends. As a microcosm of the greater Botetourt Community, local Fincastle 
residents and the greater community have a gauge of what the needs and demands are, the 
capacity of service, the resources available and the partners to accomplish goals. In this way, the 
Fincastle community can better determine its own destiny and future. The residents living in 
close proximity to town, who enjoy the benefits of businesses, infrastructure, services, churches, 
community events and other assets, need to have the ability to influence the future of the Town 
and decisions that are made.    


